
Bookmaking



Star Book



FOLDS NEEDED for EACH Sheet: 

Top-to-bottom 
Left-to-right 

Corner-to-corner 

INVERSE FOLD 
EACH SQUARE 
so that the inner 
triangles tuck inside



To Make a 
Square

out of a sheet of 
xerox paper, 

fold the top 
corner to meet 
the edge of the 
paper.





COVERS

Using a square of cardboard, create TABS 
to glue  and fold around the cardboard 

neatly. 

Optional: Add Ribbon 
to tie book shut



ADHERING PAGES TO COVER

This example is made 
with three pages.

Apply glue to one 
folded structure.  

Stack the next folded 
structure, aligning the 
square’s edges.

Attach the outer squares 
to the previously formed                 

cardboard covers with glue.



Basic Pop Up Folds

On a sheet of paper, folded in half…

Draw pairs of lines that are 
perpendicular to the crease. 

HINT: Be sure that the line is less than 
half the width of the folded paper.

After cutting each line, fold each 
rectangle forward.

Open the card and INVERSE the fold.



Paper Bag Book
Bind multiple          

paper bags using      
staples or 

punch-holes along 
the closed edge of 

the bag.

Utilize the            
opening of the bag     

to slide              
custom-sized         

paper into            
the book.

These additions are 
removable.



Accordion Book
Glue cardboard to 

a sheet of 
decorative paper.

Next, miter the 
corner of the 

decorative paper. 
Glue and tightly 
fold each tab.

MAKE 
TWO 
COVERS



Insert a sheet of paper that is accordion 
folded into the two covers: glue the end 
rectangles onto each piece of cardboard.

OPTIONAL: Use ribbon between the cover and the 
accordion folded paper (on BOTH covers) so that the 
book ties shut.



Divided Book



Resources
• Dreammakers: Language Arts Beyond a Magic Dragon 

p 26-27 
• Dreammakers: Language Arts Picture Story Scrolls  p 38-39
• Dreammakers: Language Arts Accordion Books for 

Marvelous Miniature Libraries                                   p 46-47
• Dreammakers: Language Arts And then what happened? 

Sequence of Event                                               p 50-51
• Dreammakers: Social Studies Let’s go letterbox hunting! 

p 30-31
• Dreammakers: Principles of Art and Design Stories come 

alive with Color!                                               p 10-11
• Making Books that Fly, Fold, Pop up, Twist, and Turn by 

Gwen Diehn
• The Elements of Pop Up by David A. Carter and James Diaz
• Making Faces by Norman Messenger



Use Poetry to 
enhance the 
book structures:

Provided:
Haiku
Cinquain
Personification
Repetition
Metaphor
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